MUNICIPALITY OF BETHEL PARK
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANTIA

IN RE: REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Joseph Janosik (President)

Kim Kamenicky (Vice President)
Todd S. Cenci

John Oakes

Viola Garis

Jim Jenkins

Diane Ford

Alison Piccolino

Jillian Kautzman

Municipal Manager: Kristen Denne
Assistant Manager: Jhad Burns

Mayor: Jack T. Allen

Police Chief: Dave Arnold

Solicitor: Robert L. McTiernan, Esquire
DATE : Monday, January 12, 2026

TIME : 7:30 p.m.

PLACE: Municipality of Bethel Park

5100 West Library Avenue
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania 15102
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(Commencing at approximately 7:30 p.m.)

to order.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Okavy. Calling the
Regular Council Meeting for January 12, 2026

Can we have the roll call, please.

MS. DENNE: Yes.

Ms. Ford?

MS. FORD: Here.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?

MS. KAMENICKY: Here.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?

MR. OAKES: Here.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Cenci?

MR. CENCTI: Here.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Here.
MS. DENNE: Mr. Jenkins

with an excused absence.

called 1in

Ms. Kautzman?

MS. KAUTZMAN: Here.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Garis?

MS. GARIS: Here.

MS. DENNE: Mrs. Piccolino?

MRS. PICCOLINO: Here.
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PRESIDENT OAKES: Please stand for

the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance

was recited.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: Chair
Announcements; and Ms. Kamenicky.
MS. KAMENICKY: Thank you, President

Janosik.

We have one item tonight, the
resignations from the Zoning Hearing Board.

I move to approve the resignations of
Charles Koch and Carol Stewart from the Zoning

Hearing Board effective January 12, 2026.

MR. OAKES: Second.
PRESIDENT OAKES: I have a motion
from Ms. Kamenicky and a second from

Mr. Oakes.
Any discussion on this item?
(No response.)
PRESIDENT OAKES: I would just say
I want to make a gquick comment thanking
Mr. Koch and Ms. Stewart on the Zoning Hearing
Board.

I started my public service on the
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Zoning Hearing Board, working with these guys.
And I really appreciate everything they've
done.

Mr. Koch is a former Council member
and a former member of the School Board. And
so I Jjust wanted to say thank vyou.

Can we have a roll call?

MS. DENNE: Yes, sir.

Ms. Ford?

MS. FORD: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?

MR. OAKES: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Cenci?

MR. CENCTI: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mrs. Kautzman?
MRS. KAUTZMAN: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Garis?

MS. GARIS: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mrs. Piccolino?
MRS. PICCOLINO: Yes.
PRESIDENT OAKES: Vote is 8-0.
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Moving on to Reports of Officials.

And the Library Director is not
available this evening.

So, moving on to the Police Chief;
Chief Arnold.

CHIEF ARNOLD: Good evening,
everyone.

Tonight, I have a couple special
people here with me tonight. Of course, all
yvou know our favorite officer, Amber --
Officer Carruba.

Then we'd also 1like to call up Riya
Spinda, 1if she's here.

Come on up, Riya.

So, I'm going to turn this over to
Officer Carruba. She has something to present
Riyva with.

OFFICER CARRUBA: Thank you so much.

So, last year we decided to try
something a little different with our holiday
cards that we send out from our Department.
And we did a 1little competition with our
fourth grade class. We went to all the
elementary schools, and we asked them to give

us their best artwork.
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And we had a fantastic turnout. We

had a whole stack of cards that we went

through, and they were all fantastic. One
stood out to us a little bit -- a little Dbit
more. Our little artist here, Riya, was the

winner of our competition.

Everyone had a great time with it.
So we're hoping that we do it every year.

But for her efforts here, we have her
-- the Christmas card and her fantastic art
framed.

You want to hold that? There you go.

You got it?

MS. SPINDA: Uh-huh.

OFFICER CARRUBA: Put that in your
room.

I also have a couple gifts here. We

got an art kit for you, and then a very
exclusive BPPD swag here. The first kid in
Bethel to get one of these, so it's very --
you can, you know, color it. And I'm sure
yvou're going to make it look beautiful.

So, you're an incredible artist. And
you should remember Officer Carruba gave you

these items. Can you remember that?
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MS. SPINDA: Uh-huh.

OFFICER CARRUBA: Carruba, okay?

MS. SPINDA: Uh-huh.

OFFICER CARRUBA: All right. Thank
you so much for participating. You're
fantastic. Your art i1is wonderful. I was

actually not convinced that a fourth grader
actually drew this because i1t was so good.
But we confirmed that you're just a wonderful
little artist.

So, good luck. We're going to see
great things from you, right?

MS. SPINDA: Uh-huh.

OFFICER CARRUBA: All right.

(Applause.)

CHIEF ARNOLD: Yeah, we weren't sure
that this was actually from a fourth grader.

I want to be her manager when she gets the
contract from Hallmark.

Really gquick, one other announcement
we have is, recently we've had two incidents
where cars were taken from parking lots that
were left running. So, please, please,
please, do not leave your car running when

you're running into a convenience store or

SIMMS STRNISA COURT REPORTING SERVICE - 724-321-0289 - KSSREPORTING@GMAIL.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

leaving it just for a brief moment of time.
Please lock your doors and turn them off while
you're running into a store.

And then lastly, we want to announce
that we have our Crime Watch meeting
February 2nd -- Monday, February 2nd,
7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.

That's all I have for tonight.

PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Thank you, Chief
Arnold.

Next up, we have the Fire Chief's
Report.

MR. USELMAN: Thank you. Good
evening, Council. Good evening, residents of

Bethel Park.

My name's Rob Uselman. I am actually
the Deputy Chief now of the Volunteer Fire
Company. And I'm here with the December
Chief's Report.

Each year, we have our annual
elections. We do it in the month of December.
That's why usually an officer isn't here to
present the Chief's Report for November.

For this year, we have a few changes

for our line officers. One 1s our past Chief,
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Dave Gerber was -- actually lost in election.
He was Chief for 14 years. We really commend
Dave. He was a great leader for those 14
years.

But the Company decided to go a
different direction. And now our new Chief 1is
Russ Beeson. He will serve a two-year term.
So, if you see Chief Beeson out and about,
give him -- give him all the support.

Dave's still there. Chief Gerber 1is
still available and still going to make calls.

So, he's still a great assist to the Fire

Company. So, that's one big change.
Obviously, you just met me. I'm the

new Deputy Chief. The new Assistant Chief 1is

Tom Kelton. And then we have two new cap- --

well, Jon Mark is one captain and Mike
Innocenti is the another. And then Lieutenant
Steve McGough and Adam Betzler. You may see
some different officers from time to time
throughout the year.

Another big change that happened for
us was our -- wWe have a presidential election.
President Jim Thomas was our former President.

He decided not to run this vyear. So now we
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have a new President, Jeff Pritchard. So you
may see him from time to time around.

So, those are the big changes that
happened.

Now for the incidents for the month.
We had a total of 63 calls, which was a rather
busy month. Nine -- nine fire incidents.
Nothing major in the community, though. Seven
accidents and a rescue, eight hazardous
conditions, seven CO calls, three electrical
issues, 15 good intent calls, two smoke
scares, and 12 fire alarms, for a total of 63
incidents.

So, 1t was a busy month. But nothing
we are not used to at this point in the time.

A big thing is, last year we had six
new members Jjoin. We are 100 percent
volunteer. We rely deeply on a lot of people
coming into the community who want to join and
help serve the community. It's one big thing
that we have.

So, six people is pretty good.

That's about our average. We average about
five to ten a year. Just to give you --
everybody here a heads-up, though. It usually
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takes us, 1if they're brand-new to the fire
service, about a year and a half to get them
up to speed to where they're ready to be a
true firefighter for us.

So, it's important that we keep

people joining. And we're always looking for
new members. There's no cost to join. And we
have a gym that's free. So, you know, 1it's a

new year, 1f you want to get in shape and want
to help serve the community, come on down and
fill out an application.

Finally, a little fire safety. In
the next few months, as we know, it's going to
be cold nights. If you're utilizing space
heaters, please take care and ensure they're
plugged directly into the wall outlet, and at
least there's a 3 foot space around them.

It's very important, especially as
the nights get colder, that you don't have
anything that's combustible that could catch
on fire. We really don't want to come to your
house in the middle of the night. I really
like to sleep.

So, that's all I have for the report.

PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Thank you, Deputy
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Chief Uselman.

And congratulations to Chief Beeson
and the rest of the line officers and the new
President there.

Moving on to the Manager's Report;
and Ms. Denne.

MS. DENNE: Yes. I will keep it
brief this morning, being that there's a very
special event going on later this evening.

I wanted to announce that the
Historical Society in collaboration with the
Community Foundation had drafted four artists
to do original artwork to celebrate America's
250.

They are going to be releasing these
on February 7th at an event at the Historical
Society from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. And the
ceremony to unveil these items will be at
11:00 a.m.

So i1f anybody 1s interested in this,
there's a lot of thought that's gone into
this. All of the original artwork has a
Bethel Park theme to it. So, please feel free
to stop by.

And just one winter weather reminder,
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to please remove your cars from the streets

when we do have winter weather. It is very

difficult for our plow trucks to be able to

get through the streets. And we may not be

able to treat your road if there are cars on
it.

So, please give these ladies and
gentlemen that are out there many hours a
little bit of a break, and remember to remove
your cars from the road.

That's all.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you,

Ms. Denne.
Moving on to the Mayor's Report; and

Mayor Allen.

MAYOR ALLEN: Okavy. Thank vyou,
Mr. President.

I have our annual lighting -- house
lighting awards for Christmas. I'"ll read the
award first. And I think there's a couple

families that are here.

The award -- this Award for
Excellence presented this 12th day of January,
2026 by the Municipality of Bethel Park to

the house that we're recognizing. In
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acknowledgment of the outstanding 2025 holiday
season display of decorations at your
residence, you are hereby presented the
Mayor's Award For Excellence. This
recognition herein given to your home
signifies that your holiday decorations were
judged to be the best in your Ward. Bethel
Park appreciates your efforts to enhance our
community's image at this special time of
year. So congratulations and best wishes for
a bright 2026.

So, Ward 1 winner -- and she was
going to try to make it -- it's Karen Gordon.
Is she here?

Come on up. She wasn't sure she
could make 1t on time, but she did.

(Applause.)

MAYOR ALLEN: Here's your award.
MS. GORDON: Thank you so much.
MAYOR ALLEN: Do you want to say a

few words?

MS. GORDON: No. I just really
appreciate it. I know a lot of people go
above and beyond for each time, and it makes

it more appreciative for me.
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MAYOR ALLEN: Okay.

MS. GORDON: There's my house.
MAYOR ALLEN: That's 1it.
PRESIDENT JANOSIK: There it i1is.

Thank vyou.
(Applause.)

MAYOR ALLEN: Ward 2 --

And, by the way, her house was at
5424 California Avenue.

Ward 2, Irene and Tom Sumansky, 6159
Boxer. I don't think they're here.

Ward 3, Leslie and Wayne Grant at 475
Parkridge Drive.

Ward 4, Carol and David Lucci at 6650
Chapel Drive -- or Chapel Drive.

Ward 5, i1is Crystal Gorman and Ronald
Perallo, 128 01ld Connor Road.

Ward 6, Debra and Michael Fate, 5740
Scenic View.

Okay. Ward 7 is Lisa and Joseph
Keene, and that's at 206 Manor Court.

And we do have Ward 8 here. It's
Michon and Nathan Budziszewski, 2475 Driftwood
Drive.

(Applause.)
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MS. KEENE: We're Ward 7.
MAYOR ALLEN: Pardon me?
MS. KEENE: We're Ward 7.
MAYOR ALLEN: Oh, okay.

Oh, so you're Lisa?

MS. KEENE: Yeah.
MAYOR ALLEN: Oh, okay.
And here's your award. If you'd like

to say a few words?

MS. KEENE: Yeah, sure.

MAYOR ALLEN: Okay.

MS. KEENE: We Jjust wanted to thank
you very much. My husband was so excited. He

couldn't be here because of the Steelers game.
But you really made his day and year. So,
thank you so much.
(Applause.)
CHILD: Let's go Steelers.
MAYOR ALLEN: Yay.
(Applause.)
MAYOR ALLEN: That's what why we're
trying to get through this quickly.
Well, thank you very much.
MS. KEENE: Thank you very much.

MAYOR ALLEN: Okay. So, Ward 8 1is
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here. And they live at 2475 Driftwood, I
think I said.
And there's your award.
MR. BUDZISZEWSKTI: Thank vyou.
MAYOR ALLEN: Do you want to say a

few words?

17

?

MR. BUDZISZEWSKTI: Thanks for
recognizing us. And go Steelers.

MAYOR ALLEN: Who did all the work o
the house? You did it all?

MR. BUDZISZEWSKTI: Team effort.

MAYOR ALLEN: Girls, you didn't help

MS. BUDZISZEWSKI: They helped a
little bit.

MAYOR ALLEN: You helped. You
helped.

MR. BUDZISZEWSKTI: They kept me
company.

MAYOR ALLEN: Yeah, okay. Thank you.

MR. BUDZISZEWSKTI: Thank vyou.

MS. BUDZISZEWSKI: Thank vyou.

MAYOR ALLEN: Okay. And in Ward 9,

we have Ramona and Brian Harkins, 155 Opalwood

Court.

(Applause.)
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MAYOR ALLEN: I'll give you your
award. And who's your spokesperson?
MR. HARKINS: I jJust want to say

thank vyou.
MAYOR ALLEN: You're anxious to get

to the game, too?

MR. HARKINS: Aren't you all?

MAYOR ALLEN: Okay. Thank you very
much.

MR. HARKINS: Thank vyou.

(Applause.)

18

MAYOR ALLEN: We also want to want to

give a special thanks to all the judges and
residents who took time to nominate the
houses. It's tough to get judges, but we
always get them. And like I said at the last

meeting, unfortunately, you can't win two

years 1n a row, SO... But you'll be the judge

next year, so that will help.

And then finally, the only other
thing I have, and I don't think that he made
it, I have a Certificate of Recognition. And
this is to the Bethel Park Shop 'n Save for
their generous donations in assisting the

collection of food for the Municipality and
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the Bethel Blackhawk Relief Family Fund food
collection event for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. So, they're awarded this the 12th
day of January 2026.

Now, we'll send that to him. But I
just want to, you know, put a big thank vyou
out there because they were tremendous. They

donated a lot of food while we had our

government shutdown. And then even after that
they called us and said, "Are you still coming
up for this food?" I said, "Well, i1if you have
it, we're coming." So, I want a special

thanks for Shop 'n Save.

And that's all my report.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you, Mayor
Allen.

Next up, our Resident Comments for
non-agenda items.

And there was no one signed up.

Anyone want to speak?

(No response.)

PRESIDENT OAKES: All right. Next
up, our Resident Comments for the Consent
Agenda.

And there was no one signed up for

SIMMS STRNISA COURT REPORTING SERVICE - 724-321-0289 - KSSREPORTING@GMAIL.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

that, either.

So we'll move on to the Consent
Agenda; and Ms. Kamenicky.

MS. KAMENICKY: Thank you, President
Janosik.

There is one item, item A, Approval
of the Minutes from the Regular Council
Meeting on 12/8/2025.

I move to approve item A under the

Consent Agenda of January 12, 2026.

MR. OAKES: Second.
PRESIDENT OAKES: I have a motion
from Ms. Kamenicky and a second from

Mr. Oakes.

Please call the roll.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Ford?

MS. FORD: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?

MR. OAKES: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Cenci?

MR. CENCTI: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Yes.
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MS. DENNE: Ms. Kautzman?

MS. KAUTZMAN: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Garis?

MS. GARIS: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mrs. Piccolino?

MRS. PICCOLINO: Yes.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Motion passes 8-0
Next up are Bills and Payrolls; and

Ms. Kamenicky.

MS. KAMENICKY: Thank you.

I move to approve Bill List 20250112
in the amount of $1,766,420.67.

MR. OAKES: Second.

PRESIDENT OAKES: We have a motion

from Ms.

Kamenicky and a

second from

Mr. Oakes.
Please call the roll.
MS. DENNE: Ms. Ford?
MS. FORD: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?
MR. OAKES: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mr. Cenci?
MR. CENCTI: Yes.

21
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MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?

PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mrs. Kautzman?

MRS. KAUTZMAN: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Garis?

MS. GARIS: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Mrs. Piccolino?

MRS. PICCOLINO: Yes.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Motion passes 8-0.

Moving on to Resident Comments for
General Policy and Finance items.
No one was signed up.

So we move on to General Policy and

Finance items; and Ms. Garis.

MS. GARIS: We have two items
tonight.

The first -- both under the Tax

Collection and Sewer Utility Billing Services
Contract Awards.

The first, I move to approve that
Keystone Collection Group's proposal to be
awarded the following collection contracts:

Current Real Estate Collection, Current Sewer

22

Utility Collection, and Current and Delinguent

Local Services Tax Collection, Amusement Tax

SIMMS STRNISA COURT REPORTING SERVICE - 724-321-0289 - KSSREPORTINGE@GMAIL.

COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Collection, and Mechanical Tax Collection.

MR. OAKES: Second.
PRESIDENT OAKES: We have a motion
from Ms. Garis and a second from Mr. Oakes.

Any discussion on this item?

MS. GARIS: Mr. President?

PRESIDENT OAKES: Yes, Ms. Garis.

MS. GARIS: We Jjust encourage folks,
this will change your sewer bill. So do keep
an eye out -- both your sewer bill and your
real estate tax bill. So do keep an eye out

this month as you get that new sewage bill,
and later in the year for your real estate
tax.

It will have the new Keystone
Collection's logo rather than Jordan Tax. So
if you get that in the mail, it's not Jjunk
mail. Please pay your sewage bill.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you,

Ms. Garis.

Please call the roll.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Ford?

MS. FORD: Yes.

MS. DENNE: Ms. Kamenicky?
MS. KAMENICKY: Yes.

23
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MS. DENNE: Mr. Oakes?

MR. OAKES: Yes

MS. DENNE: Mr. Cenci?

MR. CENCT: Yes

MS. DENNE: Mr. Janosik?
PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mrs. Kautzman?

MRS. KAUTZMAN:
MS. DENNE: Ms .
MS. GARIS: Yes.
MS. DENNE: Mrs.

MRS. PICCOLINO:

PRESIDENT OAKES:

And Ms. Garis?>

MS. GARIS:

approve that Portnoff Law Associates'

to be awarded the
contracts:
Collection,

Collection.

MR. OAKES:

PRESIDENT OAKES:

from Ms. Garis and a

Any discussion on this

Second

Delinguent Real Estate

second from Mr.

Yes.

Garis?

Piccolino?
Yes.

Motion passes 8 to

item, I move to

proposal

following collection

Tax

and Delinquent Sewer Utility

Second.

We have a motion
Oakes.

item?
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please

Health,

PRESIDENT OAKES:

take

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MR .

MS.

MR .

MS.

PRESIDENT

MS.

MRS .

MS.

MS.

MS.

MRS .

PRESIDENT OAKES:

(No response.)

the roll.

Hearing none,

DENNE : Ms. Ford?

FORD: Yes.

DENNE : Ms. Kamenicky?

KAMENICKY: Yes.

DENNE : Mr. Oakes?

OAKES: Yes.

DENNE: Mr. Cenci?

CENCTI: Yes.

DENNE : Mr. Janosik?
JANOSIK: Yes.

DENNE : Mrs. Kautzman?

KAUTZMAN :

DENNE : Ms .
GARIS: Yes.
DENNE : Mrs.

PICCOLINO:

Yes.

Garis?

Piccolino?

Yes.

Motion passes 8 to

Moving on to Resident Comments for

Safety and Welfare. We have

sign-ups for

Health,

this.

Safety and Welfare;

no

and

25
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Mr. Cenci.
MR. CENCTI: Mr. President, I have no

items under Health, Safety and Welfare this

month.

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you,
Mr. Cenci.

Moving on to Planning and Zoning
items; and Mrs. Piccolino.

MRS. PICCOLINO: Mr. President, I
have nothing under Planning and Zoning this
month.

Thank you, Mrs. Piccolino.

Oh, there were no comments from
Planning and Zoning, either.

Resident Comments for Public Works
and Maintenance.

No one was signed up.

So, moving on to Public Works and
Maintenance items; and Mr. Oakes?

MR. OAKES: Thank you, Mr. President.

I have no items.

But I would like to mention and thank
our Public Works and our plow drivers and all
-- and everyone that helped with that. They

were out during the holidays, during New Year.
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They ran long shifts. I appreciate all their
-- as we do every year and all year, but

especially during the holidays and the new

year. Thank you very much.

And, Mr. Janosik, nice job. Thank
you

PRESIDENT OAKES: Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. Oakes.

Before we go to adjournment, I Jjust
want to repeat what one of our youngest
audience members said, go Steelers.

Can I have a motion to adjourn?

MR. OAKES: Motion.

MS. FORD: Second.

PRESIDENT OAKES: All those in favor?
MS. FORD: Avye.

MS. KAMENICKY: Avye.

MR. OAKES: Aye.

MR. CENCT: Aye.

PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Aye.

MS. KAUTZMAN: Avye.

MS. GARIS: Aye.

MRS. PICCOLINO: Aye.
PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Opposed?

(No response.)
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PRESIDENT JANOSIK: Motion -- or
meeting adjourned.

Thank you, everyone.

(Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned

at 7:52 p.m.)
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